TIPS ON ACING THAT RESPONSE
•

Some of these suggestions work best if you collaborate with another student, or a small
group. You can of course choose to work solo!

•

Keep in mind that you are going to upload the response as a photo or video to the SJ
website, so you will want to do your very best. We will also make a school display of
your responses during Book Week in August.

•

Choose a response activity that suits your talents and suits the novel.

•

It will take time, so plan working sessions with your partner or group.

•

Go back to the text: you will need to have the book handy as you create, because you
will want to reread carefully the bits that are important to your response

•

We would like to have a response for each of the six titles.

•

Each response should clearly showcase the title and author of the novel, and your first
name and your Shadow Judging Group’s name.
Check out these websites for ideas

https://www.weareteachers.com/creative-book-report-ideas/
https://teacherthrive.com/matchbook-chapter-summaries-for-novel/
https://www.pembrokepublishers.com/data/ff/Response%20Activities.pdf
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A Book Review
This is for you if you really loved the book and want others to know about it. Don’t feel you
have to write to a book report formula, look at others on the internet!
Dear Diary Entry
Step into the shoes of a character at the end of a significant event and write their selfreflection on it. This is very appropriate for a book told in the 3rd person.
Play Script
Select a part of novel with plenty of dialogue and transform it in to one scene of a play
script. Remember to include the correct features of a play script, including setting, props,
stage directions and names of characters. You might be able to get some friends to rehearse
your script and video it.
Poetry
Write your own poem or set of poems, about the story, a character, character relationships,
the theme. Free verse is good, because sometimes rhyme gets in the way of what you want
to say.
Refine a Reading Journal Entry
Instead of a book review, go back into your reading journal and choose something to extend
and publish. Or create your own poster listing your Likes/Dislikes/ or Puzzles/Patterns (one
of these or all). Write about changes in your thinking over time: “At first I thought . . .but
then I . . .”
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Recreate the Setting or an Event
Use whatever media you like (drawing, painting, box or hanging diorama, to bring the words
of the story to life. Label or caption your work with some words, phrases or sentences from
the novel, or your own thoughts. Try to get as much of the detail given by the author into
your creation.
Collage or composite painting or drawing of a series of settings or events
This is a good one for a group response. As above, draw or paint the different settings in the
novel. Alternatively, create a story map or film storyboard of the important sequence of
events. Label or caption your work with some words, phrases or sentences from the novel.
Postcards
Choose two or three significant events in the story, one per postcard. Take postcard size
cardboard and on one side create an appropriate illustration. On the back, write about the
event as if you are a main character writing to someone else (maybe a minor character) in
the story.
Five Amazing artefacts in a Literary Showbag or Memory Box
Get a plain paper bag with handles or a box large enough to create sections (like a bento
lunch box). Decorate the outside with artwork of some sort representing the book (see
above). Then make or find five artefacts (objects) that are significant to the story, or
significant to a main character. The things or your replicas must fit inside the bag or box. Try
not to have more than two 2D objects. Write and attach a short caption for each object,
explaining its significance.
Drama

Dramatic re-enactment of a story’s action is a great way to express your response creatively.
For Shadow Judging, however, anything you do needs to be on video or a sequence of
photos and must be kept short (no more than 3 minutes). Rehearsal time and time to make
the video will be crucial so you and your friends may do this after school or during the
vacation. Here are a couple of suggestions.
A short scene
Use the author’s dialogue to recreate a short but important exchange between characters
or a very visual event. Video it.
Hot Seat for a TV Book Show
One person takes on the role of the main character, one the interviewer. One shadow judge
or the group write /s questions to use to interview this character. You can question their
motivation, their emotions, or gaps in the story. Rehearse and tape the interview.
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Frozen Moments or Freeze Frames
Create silent tableaux to spotlight a specific incident in the novel. Exaggerate body positions
and gestures and facial expressions to portray actions emotions more vividly. Take still
photos and caption them. Add ‘thought tracking’ by captioning in writing the photos with
the thoughts of the character as the event is happening.

Blogs, videos, podcasts, eBooks, flyers and other digital art are great ways to express
yourself.
Music
Create a song or music to reflect your book, or to suit a character or mood of the story.
Animation
Applications like GoAnimate, Voki, and Tellagami can be used to create fun animated
presentations.
Presentations
Bring presentations to life for students by incorporating visual effects, photos, videos,
and music into them. Ensure copyright is not infringed.
Book Trailer
Create a book trailer to promote why others should read the book.
Try this site for other good ideas: https://englishteaching101.com/fun-classroom-activitiesusing-technology/
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